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Club Membership

If you, or someone you know, would like to join the
Austin Healey Club of Manitoba (you don't need to
own an A-H) please contact Graeme Lowden at
membership@ahcm.ca or join via the link on our

NEXT CLUB MEETING web page - www.ahcm.ca

The fees are $20/ year for the AHCM, and $68/ year
if you want to join both the AHCM and the AHCA
(Austin Healey Club of America) and get their
newsletter, etc.

Tech suggestion from Bill: exclaimed he did not think the
rat her possessive honel ess person

We have all been guilty of who seened to believe the bag was

attenpting to squeeze that |ast hers could kick that hard or that

mle fromtank of gas. This accurately. ed]  After

practice may result in an recovering his ability to stand

unexpected need to park and walk. Bill boarded a bus with only the
Recently Bill experienced this slightest comment about the

when hi's neasuring stick becane strange package fromthe driver.

unused. Anxious as Bill was to No one, however, suspected the

get to his next meeting, he actual contents of the box.

reluctantly boarded a bus and

managed to find an adequate seat Practical hint and tip: if you

to rest until the driver stopped carry your own gas can, disguise

at an appropriate gas station. it as a beer keg, a nonstrous ice

chest or a Teddy Bear. Do not |et
The attendant provided a container it look |ike a gas can; even

filled with sufficient gas to styling can have practical uses,
pernmit Bill to retrieve his soneti nes.

stranded aut onobile. Wen the gas

attendant learned Bill was to

return to his car by bus, they
informed himthat it was unlikely
he woul d be allowed to carry
gasoline on the bus.

Never one to be stopped by sinple
technicalities, Bill nmanaged to
acquire a rather dirty and odoured
cardboard box from behind the

| ocal dunpster. [Bill later




HURRAY FOR

Thank goodness that we don!t have
sunmer year round as the w nter
allows us tinme to get our cars in
shape for the next driving season.
This fall, while putting oil in the
cylinders of the Jag, the nunber 5
spark plug was white in colour. After
sone thought, | decided it would be a
good idea to pull the head and see
what was going on, after all what
could it cost except for a gasket
head set.

Havi ng never

wor ked on a

Jag, it took

me awhile to

plan it out.

Finally

getting the

carbs and

I nt ake

mani f ol ds of f

| was able to

see the

probl em The

nunber 5 intake valve had a | unp of
carbon on it you would expect a
naughty boy or girl mght get in
their Christnmas stocking.

The next job was to take the cam
sprockets and chain off, for that I

t hought I would call on Alan!s
experience with Jags to give ne a
hand. Wth Alan!s hel p we had the cam
sprockets and chain off and secured.
It was a bit nerve racking taking the
safety wire and bolts off w thout
themfalling into the pan.

The next job was to try and renove
the head. Try as we mght it would

not budge, normally with the MG
woul d just crank the engi ne over, but
with the overhead cam engi ne | was
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W NTER!

by Hel mut Friedrich

concerned about hitting the val ves
with the pistons. W hooked up the
engi ne hoi st and had the car
conpletely of the jack stands but to
no avail. Frustration started to set
in so Alan | decided a trip to CafE
22 for a couple of Fort Garry!s and a
Big Slice was in order. After nore
than a couple we were still thirsty
so we thought we woul d check out
Mont e! s.

By the tinme we
wer e done any idea
of getting the
head off was far
fromour m nds.
After getting Al an
to his car, |
deci ded to cl ean
up the garage but
spent nore tine
| ooki ng at ny
problemw th the
head, when |
notice a bit of an
over hang on the head and a | edge over
the filter head on the bl ock.
Measuring the distance between the

over hang and the | edge and | was off
to Robl!s to borrow his small bottle

] ack.

You can!t inmagine ny pleasure after a

coupl e of punps wth handle the

i ntake side of the head popped. Wth
the pressure on the intake side |
hooked up the engi ne hoist to the
exhaust side and that side popped! By
jacking and lifting a bit of the tine
| was able to get the head off the
fourteen studs. Al in all it ended
up being a perfect Saturday!
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SHI NE THOSE GAUGES

At some point in time during the
ownership of your favourite British
car, you may have to repair a gauge,
whet her it be the speedoneter,
tachonmeter, fuel gauge etc. Should
the problembe with the gauge
itself, this type of work is best
left to a trained person who does
this kind of stuff for a living and
has the necessary tools, replacenent
parts and nost inportant the

knowl edge to make your instrument
work |ike when it was new. There are
few places both here in Canada and
in the USA that will do the
necessary repairs at a reasonable
cost or will sell you a repl acenent
shoul d your gauge be beyond repairs.
One inportant thing to remenber

bef ore sendi ng any gauge for repairs
is to elimnate all other possible
causes as to why it is not working.
In many cases, the gauge itself is
not at fault, so consult with your
fellow Cub nmenbers that nmay have
experienced simlar problens in the
past .

The type of repair | will describe
here is purely cosnetic and can be
done at honme with few tools.

- First start by disconnecting the
cables and wires fromthe back of

t he gauge, then renove the strap
that holds it pressed against the
dashboard, in nost cases it is a "U
shape piece of netal, in other cases

it is a round tube that fits over

t he machi ne screw attached to the
gauge.

- Renove the gauge fromthe
dashboard, if it has been in place
for along tine, the sealing ring
may stick to the dashboard and tear
when you pull and in all |ikelyhood
will need replacenent. These are

by Jean Caron

easily obtainable fromsuppliers or
even an "O' ring supplier.

- Renove the chroned ring surround
by pressing it against the glass and
turn until the small legs in the
back are in line with the cuts in

t he gauge body and pull gently.
There is no need to lift these snall
legs at all, as a matter of fact
they often will break if this is
done. At this time, the foam | odged
bet ween t he gauge body and the
chrome ring with fall off in pieces
due to the fact that it has likely
been there for many years and is
conpletely dried up, see photo #1.

- Next, you want to thoroughly clean
the inside of the chrone ring so
that there is no debris left of the
old foam Assess the condition of
the chrome on the ring, is it
pitted, scratched, are all the snall
legs intact? If the ring is pitted,
send it for rechroming, it is

i nexpensi ve and adds a finishing
touch that shows you did not cut
corners on your restoration.



- Then you want to renpve the gl ass
fromthe gauge itself. This is easily
done by using a small pick (like the
ones your dentist use, check Princess
Aut o, they have several sizes
avai |l abl e), through the cuts in the

gauge body. Scrape the left over foam

fromthe glass with a shavi ng bl ade,
check the condition of the glass, if
badly scratched, replace it.

- Then cl ean the gauge surround as

well, once that is done | use
conpressed air in a can, sanme stuff
you woul d use on your keyboard

as opposed to
not as nuch

conput er screen etc.
usi ng ny conpressor,
pressure.

- Put the glass back in place in the

gauge body, be careful not to |eave
fingerprints on the inside of the

gl ass.

- Next, you will need to replace the

foamthat was falling out when you

di smantl ed the gauge and since there
is no place to buy the original stuff
you will have to be creative here. o
to Home Depot, Rona or simlar place,
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purchase a roll of w ndow door

i nsulating foam black in color, 3/8"
wi de by 1/8" thick, glued one side.
Cut a piece of the desired |ength,
then cut it width wi se about 1/8"
a small gauge |like the one here,
remove the paper backing, and press
it around the inside of the gauge,
see photo #2.

- Install back onto the gauge by
lining up the legs with the openings,
press evenly and turn. That's it, it
will look just Iike new. See photo #3.
Jean

for



Page 6

VIEWIN THE M RROR. . . . ..

As 2006 comes to a close there are a few things I mssed seeing, or
did not see as nuch of as far as our Club is concerned, this year. In
the hope | see these in 2007 here are the things that | mssed the
nost :

- Dave G bson and his BJ8. Either he is wearing good canoufl age from
the Arned Forces or he really has not been around. Kind of mss
seeing Dave coming to a drive/event arriving with his BJ8 running at
5,000 rpm

- John & El ai ne Davidson driving their BN2, heck any of their British
cars for that matter, please park the Volvo for next sumer. | know

t he Bugeye is just about ready, | can hardly wait.

- Ted Moorby driving his Bugeye. Apparently it was out and about
early in the year but | sure did not see it, instead Ted opted for
the confort of his M3B GI. This does not nake sense to me, here we
have a guy who makes cowboy boots for a living, he even has the
rugged | ooks of a frontier kind of guy but is driving a car that
sounds like a Chevette. Well, | hear there is a MZA, sans top for
next sunmer, | hope this is true.

-Dyrk & Jodi Bolger driving their BN7. Before the days of being

engul fed into Mni racing life, we used to see them both at many AHCM
events in their Healey. | even heard Dyrk say that the car was to
"rare" to drive now. Dyrk, there is only one rare nodel of Austin-
Heal ey, the 100S. Hope to see you with the BN7 on the road in 2007,
even with the top up.

- Bill Sullivan and his Mdrgan. Sorry Bill, neither the blue TR-4 nor
the red Stag hold a candle to your Mdirgan. OK we have seen the Jensen
Heal ey but so briefly, it just teased us. But when | think of Bill,
the picture that comes to mnd is either with a pint of Guiness or
driving his Morgan.

- The group photo taken in St.Vital Park in the fall of 2005 by
former Club nmenber Richard Chanberlin. | was hoping to see it
somewhere in print in 2006 but |ike his BJ8, neither the photo nor
hi s menbership renewal found their way into the AHCM t his year

- Bob & Joan Wl kinson driving their trusted 100. It just so happened
that Bob conpleted his TR 4 this year and, despite the fact that
enjoyed a trip in it nyself, | got so used to see you guys in the red
100 that | hope for nore of it in 2007.

Jean




OPI NI ON

As | amwiting this, tonorrow
Decenmber 21, 2006 will mark the 39th
year that the production |ine of the
Aust i n- Heal ey 3000 shut down.

Al t hough two cars were conpleted in
January 1968 and one in March,
officially the regular line finished
when the workers at Abi ngdon went on
their Christmas break

The Big Healey had run its course and
could no | onger neet the new bunper

| egi sl ation requirenments that were
comng into effect in North America,
Heal ey' s bi ggest market. O her
factors influenced that decision as
wel |, one being the refusal by Donal d
Heal ey to build the new MEC and new
Austi n-Heal ey on the sane platform
Rat her than "sell out", he opted
instead to |l et the Big Heal ey go out
of production. Wen | ooking at the
nmet hods used by MG Triunph and
Jaguar to neet the bunper

requi rements, with those awful rubber
pi eces, | amglad that the Bi g Heal ey
ceased production.

Lately there have been a few attenpts
to revive the brand,
nonths ago with the cooperation of
the Healey famly. | certainly hope
this latest venture does not happen
as the artist rendering of the new
car was a coupe, a nodel that Heal ey

the | atest a few
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never built for production. So,

basi cally sonmeone is just trying to
cash in on the nane much |ike
Chrysler is doing with the Charger

ri ght now by building a 4 door nodel
only, sonething that was never done
when the real Charger was in
producti on.

There was al so news | ast week that
Ford wants to nake the Mustang into
what they call a global car and they
are discussing building a sedan and a
wagon. | can just imagi ne what Carol
Shel by sai d when he heard t hat
"wonderful " piece of news. | guess
all those conpanies are driven by
only one goal, that of making noney
no matter what, a good exanple of
this is Porsche when they built an
SW. | don't care if it saved the
conpany as they claim Porsche is a
conpany that built its reputation as
bui | ders of sportscar, not trucks.
In the end, | hope that the craze for
the retro cars die down, a few of

t hem have been successful, such as
the VWBeetle, the MN Cooper and
the Mustang. | think that the Canmaro
and Chal l enger will be flops as they
are trying to build a nane from | ong
gone nodels, again just to cash in.

- Jean
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EVENTS

WHAT WHEN INFORMATION

Dinner Theatre January Oakbank

PRI VATE ADS

FOR SALE: AHCM club regalia\ endash lapel pins @ $5.00, grill badges @ $25.00.
Call Jean Caron at (204) 254-1132 or email:
VINTAGE _ROADSTER RESTORATION@ hotmail.com

FOR USE: Vintage Roadster Restoration has available , as a courtesy to the members of
the Austin-Healey Club of Manitoba the following items: Body rotisserie , engine stand,
engine lift/ hoist and tilter, engine dolly (specifically made for Big Healeys with

gearbox attached).
To reserve any of these items, call Jean at 254-1132.

FOR USE: Oil pump mounted on a wooden base. Can be driven using a drill. For
priming rebuilt engines. Call Alan at 204-482-7708.

Transmission from low mileage 1999 Mazda Miata complete with clutch components.
$600.00 or obo. Frank Mancini 943-2539
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