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Rest or at i on Pr oj ect
by

Di di er  Mongi n
www. aust i n- heal ey. f r



Club Membership

If you, or someone you know, would like to join the 
Austin Healey Club of Manitoba (you don’t need to 
own an A-H) please contact Graeme Lowden at 
membership@ahcm.ca or join via the link on our 
web page - www.ahcm.ca

The fees are $20/ year for the AHCM, and $68/ year 
if you want to join both the AHCM and the AHCA 
(Austin Healey Club of America) and get their 
newsletter, etc.

NEXT CLUB MEETING

Monday, Jan 8

Sull ivan’s
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Tech  su g g est i on  f r om  B i l l :

We have al l  been gui l t y  of  
at t empt i ng t o squeeze t hat  l ast  
mi l e f r om t ank of  gas.   Thi s 
pr act i ce may r esul t  i n an 
unexpect ed need t o par k and wal k.  
 Recent l y Bi l l  exper i enced t hi s 
when hi s measur i ng st i ck became 
unused.   Anxi ous as Bi l l  was t o 
get  t o hi s next  meet i ng,  he 
r el uct ant l y boar ded a bus and 
managed t o f i nd an adequat e seat  
t o r est  unt i l  t he dr i ver  st opped 
at  an appr opr i at e gas st at i on.   

The at t endant  pr ovi ded a cont ai ner  
f i l l ed wi t h suf f i c i ent  gas t o 
per mi t  Bi l l  t o r et r i eve hi s 
st r anded aut omobi l e.   When t he gas 
at t endant  l ear ned Bi l l  was t o 
r et ur n t o hi s car  by bus,  t hey 
i nf or med hi m t hat  i t  was unl i kel y 
he woul d be al l owed t o car r y 
gasol i ne on t he bus.  

Never  one t o be st opped by s i mpl e 
t echni cal i t i es,  Bi l l  managed t o 
acqui r e a r at her  di r t y and odour ed 
car dboar d box f r om behi nd t he 
l ocal  dumpst er .   [ Bi l l  l at er  

excl ai med he di d not  t hi nk t he 
r at her  possessi ve homel ess per son 
who seemed t o bel i eve t he bag was 
her s coul d k i ck t hat  har d or  t hat  
accur at el y.   ed]    Af t er  
r ecover i ng hi s abi l i t y  t o st and 
Bi l l  boar ded a bus wi t h onl y t he 
s l i ght est  comment  about  t he 
st r ange package f r om t he dr i ver .  
 No one,  however ,  suspect ed t he 
act ual  cont ent s of  t he box.   

Pr act i cal  hi nt  and t i p:  i f  you 
car r y your  own gas can,  di sgui se 
i t  as a beer  keg,  a monst r ous i ce 
chest  or  a Teddy Bear .   Do not  l et  
i t  l ook l i ke a gas can;  even 
st y l i ng can have pr act i cal  uses,  
somet i mes.



Page 3

Thank goodness t hat  we don! t  have 
summer  year  r ound as t he wi nt er  
al l ows us t i me t o get  our  car s i n 
shape f or  t he next  dr i v i ng season.  
Thi s f al l ,  whi l e put t i ng oi l  i n t he 
cyl i nder s of  t he Jag,  t he number  5 
spar k pl ug was whi t e i n col our .  Af t er  
some t hought ,  I  deci ded i t  woul d be a 
good i dea t o pul l  t he head and see 
what  was goi ng on,  af t er  al l  what  
coul d i t  cost  except  f or  a gasket  
head set .

Havi ng never  
wor ked on a 
Jag,  i t  t ook 
me awhi l e t o 
pl an i t  out .  
Fi nal l y  
get t i ng t he 
car bs and 
i nt ake 
mani f ol ds of f  
I  was abl e t o 
see t he 
pr obl em.  The 
number  5 i nt ake val ve had a l ump of  
car bon on i t  you woul d expect  a 
naught y boy or  gi r l  mi ght  get  i n 
t hei r  Chr i st mas st ocki ng.

The next  j ob was t o t ake t he cam 
spr ocket s and chai n of f ,  f or  t hat  I  
t hought  I  woul d cal l  on Al an! s 
exper i ence wi t h Jags t o gi ve me a 
hand.  Wi t h Al an! s hel p we had t he cam 
spr ocket s and chai n of f  and secur ed.  
I t  was a bi t  ner ve r acki ng t aki ng t he 
saf et y wi r e and bol t s of f  wi t hout  
t hem f al l i ng i nt o t he pan.

The next  j ob was t o t r y and r emove 
t he head.  Tr y as we mi ght  i t  woul d 
not  budge,  nor mal l y wi t h t he MG I  
woul d j ust  cr ank t he engi ne over ,  but  
wi t h t he over head cam engi ne I  was 

concer ned about  hi t t i ng t he val ves 
wi t h t he pi st ons.  We hooked up t he 
engi ne hoi st  and had t he car  
compl et el y of  t he j ack st ands but  t o 
no avai l .  Fr ust r at i on st ar t ed t o set  
i n so Al an I  deci ded a t r i p t o Caf È 
22 f or  a coupl e of  For t  Gar r y! s and a 
Bi g Sl i ce was i n or der .  Af t er  mor e 
t han a coupl e we wer e st i l l  t hi r st y 
so we t hought  we woul d check out  
Mont e! s.  

By t he t i me we 
wer e done any i dea 
of  get t i ng t he 
head of f  was f ar  
f r om our  mi nds.  
Af t er  get t i ng Al an 
t o hi s car ,  I  
deci ded t o c l ean 
up t he gar age but  
spent  mor e t i me 
l ooki ng at  my 
pr obl em wi t h t he 
head,  when I  
not i ce a bi t  of  an 

over hang on t he head and a l edge over  
t he f i l t er  head on t he bl ock.  
Measur i ng t he di st ance bet ween t he 
over  hang and t he l edge and I  was of f  
t o Rob! s t o bor r ow hi s smal l  bot t l e 
j ack.

You can! t  i magi ne my pl easur e af t er  a 
coupl e of  pumps wi t h handl e t he 
i nt ake s i de of  t he head popped.  Wi t h 
t he pr essur e on t he i nt ake s i de I  
hooked up t he engi ne hoi st  t o t he 
exhaust  s i de and t hat  s i de popped!  By 
j acki ng and l i f t i ng a bi t  of  t he t i me 
I  was abl e t o get  t he head of f  t he 
f our t een st uds.  Al l  i n al l  i t  ended 
up bei ng a per f ect  Sat ur day!

HURRAY FOR WI NTER!
by Hel mut  Fr i edr i ch



At  some poi nt  i n t i me dur i ng t he 
owner shi p of  your  f avour i t e Br i t i sh 
car ,  you may have t o r epai r  a gauge,  
whet her  i t  be t he speedomet er ,  
t achomet er ,  f uel  gauge et c.  Shoul d 
t he pr obl em be wi t h t he gauge 
i t sel f ,  t hi s t ype of  wor k i s  best  
l ef t  t o a t r ai ned per son who does 
t hi s k i nd of  st uf f  f or  a l i v i ng and 
has t he necessar y t ool s,  r epl acement  
par t s and most  i mpor t ant  t he 
knowl edge t o make your  i nst r ument  
wor k l i ke when i t  was new.  Ther e ar e 
f ew pl aces bot h her e i n Canada and 
i n t he USA t hat  wi l l  do t he 
necessar y r epai r s at  a r easonabl e 
cost  or  wi l l  sel l  you a r epl acement  
shoul d your  gauge be beyond r epai r s.
One i mpor t ant  t hi ng t o r emember  
bef or e sendi ng any gauge f or  r epai r s 
i s  t o el i mi nat e al l  ot her  possi bl e 
causes as t o why i t  i s  not  wor ki ng.  
I n many cases,  t he gauge i t sel f  i s  
not  at  f aul t ,  so consul t  wi t h your  
f el l ow Cl ub member s t hat  may have 
exper i enced s i mi l ar  pr obl ems i n t he 
past .
The t ype of  r epai r  I  wi l l  descr i be 
her e i s  pur el y cosmet i c and can be 
done at  home wi t h f ew t ool s.
-  Fi r st  st ar t  by di sconnect i ng t he 
cabl es and wi r es f r om t he back of  
t he gauge,  t hen r emove t he st r ap 
t hat  hol ds i t  pr essed agai nst  t he 
dashboar d,  i n most  cases i t  i s  a " U"  
shape pi ece of  met al ,  i n ot her  cases 
i t  i s  a r ound t ube t hat  f i t s  over  
t he machi ne scr ew at t ached t o t he 
gauge.
-  Remove t he gauge f r om t he 
dashboar d,  i f  i t  has been i n pl ace 
f or  a l ong t i me,  t he seal i ng r i ng 
may st i ck t o t he dashboar d and t ear  
when you pul l  and i n al l  l i kel yhood 
wi l l  need r epl acement .  These ar e 

easi l y  obt ai nabl e f r om suppl i er s or  
even an " O"  r i ng suppl i er .
-  Remove t he chr omed r i ng sur r ound 
by pr essi ng i t  agai nst  t he gl ass and 
t ur n unt i l  t he smal l  l egs i n t he 
back ar e i n l i ne wi t h t he cut s i n 
t he gauge body and pul l  gent l y.  
Ther e i s  no need t o l i f t  t hese smal l  
l egs at  al l ,  as a mat t er  of  f act  
t hey of t en wi l l  br eak i f  t hi s i s  
done.  At  t hi s t i me,  t he f oam l odged 
bet ween t he gauge body and t he 
chr ome r i ng wi t h f al l  of f  i n pi eces 
due t o t he f act  t hat  i t  has l i kel y 
been t her e f or  many year s and i s 
compl et el y dr i ed up,  see phot o #1.
-  Next ,  you want  t o t hor oughl y c l ean 
t he i nsi de of  t he chr ome r i ng so 
t hat  t her e i s  no debr i s l ef t  of  t he 
ol d f oam.  Assess t he condi t i on of  
t he chr ome on t he r i ng,  i s  i t  
pi t t ed,  scr at ched,  ar e al l  t he smal l  
l egs i nt act ? I f  t he r i ng i s  pi t t ed,  
send i t  f or  r echr omi ng,  i t  i s  
i nexpensi ve and adds a f i ni shi ng 
t ouch t hat  shows you di d not  cut  
cor ner s on your  r est or at i on.

SHI NE THOSE GAUGES
by Jean Car on
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-  Then you want  t o r emove t he gl ass 
f r om t he gauge i t sel f .  Thi s i s  easi l y  
done by usi ng a smal l  pi ck ( l i ke t he 
ones your  dent i st  use,  check Pr i ncess 
Aut o,  t hey have sever al  s i zes 
avai l abl e) ,  t hr ough t he cut s i n t he 
gauge body.  Scr ape t he l ef t  over  f oam 
f r om t he gl ass wi t h a shavi ng bl ade,  
check t he condi t i on of  t he gl ass,  i f  
badl y scr at ched,  r epl ace i t .
-  Then c l ean t he gauge sur r ound as 
wel l ,  once t hat  i s  done I  use 
compr essed ai r  i n a can,  same st uf f  
you woul d use on your  keyboar d 
comput er  scr een et c.  as opposed t o 
usi ng my compr essor ,  not  as much 
pr essur e.
-  Put  t he gl ass back i n pl ace i n t he 
gauge body,  be car ef ul  not  t o l eave 
f i nger pr i nt s on t he i nsi de of  t he 
gl ass.
-  Next ,  you wi l l  need t o r epl ace t he 
f oam t hat  was f al l i ng out  when you 
di smant l ed t he gauge and s i nce t her e 
i s  no pl ace t o buy t he or i gi nal  st uf f  
you wi l l  have t o be cr eat i ve her e.  Go 
t o Home Depot ,  Rona or  s i mi l ar  pl ace,  

pur chase a r ol l  of  wi ndow/ door  
i nsul at i ng f oam,  bl ack i n col or ,  3/ 8"  
wi de by 1/ 8"  t hi ck,  gl ued one s i de.  
Cut  a pi ece of  t he desi r ed l engt h,  
t hen cut  i t  wi dt h wi se about  1/ 8"  f or  
a smal l  gauge l i ke t he one her e,  
r emove t he paper  backi ng,  and pr ess 
i t  ar ound t he i nsi de of  t he gauge,  
see phot o #2.
-  I nst al l  back ont o t he gauge by 
l i ni ng up t he l egs wi t h t he openi ngs,  
pr ess evenl y and t ur n.  That ' s  i t ,  i t  
wi l l  l ook j ust  l i ke new.  See phot o #3.
Jean 
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VI EW I N THE MI RROR. . . . . .

As 2006 comes t o a c l ose t her e ar e a f ew t hi ngs I   mi ssed seei ng,  or  
di d not  see as much of  as f ar  as our  Cl ub i s concer ned,  t hi s year .  I n 
t he hope I  see t hese i n 2007 her e ar e t he t hi ngs t hat  I  mi ssed t he 
most :
-  Dave Gi bson and hi s BJ8.  Ei t her  he i s wear i ng good camouf l age f r om 
t he Ar med For ces or  he r eal l y  has not  been ar ound.  Ki nd of  mi ss 
seei ng Dave comi ng t o a dr i ve/ event  ar r i v i ng wi t h hi s BJ8 r unni ng at  
5, 000 r pm.
-  John & El ai ne Davi dson dr i v i ng t hei r  BN2,  heck any of  t hei r  Br i t i sh 
car s f or  t hat  mat t er ,  pl ease par k t he Vol vo f or  next  summer .  I  know 
t he Bugeye i s j ust  about  r eady,  I  can har dl y wai t .
-  Ted Moor by dr i v i ng hi s Bugeye.  Appar ent l y i t  was out  and about  
ear l y i n t he year  but  I  sur e di d not  see i t ,  i nst ead Ted opt ed f or  
t he comf or t  of  hi s MGB GT.  Thi s does not  make sense t o me,  her e we 
have a guy who makes cowboy boot s f or  a l i v i ng,  he even has t he 
r ugged l ooks of  a f r ont i er  k i nd of  guy but  i s  dr i v i ng a car  t hat  
sounds l i ke a Chevet t e.  Wel l ,  I  hear  t her e i s  a MGA,  sans t op f or  
next  summer ,  I  hope t hi s i s  t r ue.
- Dyr k & Jodi  Bol ger  dr i v i ng t hei r  BN7.  Bef or e t he days of  bei ng 
engul f ed i nt o Mi ni  r aci ng l i f e,  we used t o see t hem bot h at  many AHCM 
event s i n t hei r  Heal ey.  I  even hear d Dyr k say t hat  t he car  was t o 
" r ar e"  t o dr i ve now.  Dyr k,  t her e i s  onl y one r ar e model  of  Aust i n-
Heal ey,  t he 100S.  Hope t o see you wi t h t he BN7 on t he r oad i n 2007,  
even wi t h t he t op up.
-  Bi l l  Sul l i van and hi s Mor gan.  Sor r y Bi l l ,  nei t her  t he bl ue TR- 4 nor  
t he r ed St ag hol d a candl e t o your  Mor gan.  OK we have seen t he Jensen 
Heal ey but  so br i ef l y ,  i t  j ust  t eased us.  But  when I  t hi nk of  Bi l l ,  
t he pi ct ur e t hat  comes t o mi nd i s ei t her  wi t h a pi nt  of  Gui ness or  
dr i v i ng hi s Mor gan.
-  The gr oup phot o t aken i n St . Vi t al  Par k i n t he f al l  of  2005 by 
f or mer  Cl ub member  Ri char d Chamber l i n.  I  was hopi ng t o see i t  
somewher e i n pr i nt  i n 2006 but  l i ke hi s BJ8,  nei t her  t he phot o nor  
hi s member shi p r enewal  f ound t hei r  way i nt o t he AHCM t hi s year .
-  Bob & Joan Wi l k i nson dr i v i ng t hei r  t r ust ed 100.  I t  j ust  so happened 
t hat  Bob compl et ed hi s TR- 4 t hi s year  and,  despi t e t he f act  t hat  I  
enj oyed a t r i p i n i t  mysel f ,  I  got  so used t o see you guys i n t he r ed 
100 t hat  I  hope f or  mor e of  i t  i n 2007.   
 
Jean
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RED HAT NEWS

No news t hi s mont h

As I  am wr i t i ng t hi s,  t omor r ow 
December  21,  2006 wi l l  mar k t he 39t h 
year  t hat  t he pr oduct i on l i ne of  t he 
Aust i n- Heal ey 3000 shut  down.  
Al t hough t wo car s wer e compl et ed i n 
Januar y 1968 and one i n Mar ch,  
of f i c i al l y  t he r egul ar  l i ne f i ni shed 
when t he wor ker s at  Abi ngdon went  on 
t hei r  Chr i st mas br eak.
The Bi g Heal ey had r un i t s  cour se and 
coul d no l onger  meet  t he new bumper  
l egi s l at i on r equi r ement s t hat  wer e 
comi ng i nt o ef f ect  i n Nor t h Amer i ca,  
Heal ey ' s bi ggest  mar ket .  Ot her  
f act or s i nf l uenced t hat  deci s i on as 
wel l ,  one bei ng t he r ef usal  by Donal d 
Heal ey t o bui l d t he new MGC and new 
Aust i n- Heal ey on t he same pl at f or m.  
Rat her  t han " sel l  out " ,  he opt ed 
i nst ead t o l et  t he Bi g Heal ey go out  
of  pr oduct i on.  When l ooki ng at  t he 
met hods used by MG,  Tr i umph and 
Jaguar  t o meet  t he bumper  
r equi r ement s,  wi t h t hose awf ul  r ubber  
pi eces,  I  am gl ad t hat  t he Bi g Heal ey 
ceased pr oduct i on.
Lat el y t her e have been a f ew at t empt s 
t o r evi ve t he br and,  t he l at est  a f ew 
mont hs ago wi t h t he cooper at i on of  
t he Heal ey f ami l y.  I  cer t ai nl y hope 
t hi s l at est  vent ur e does not  happen 
as t he ar t i s t  r ender i ng of  t he new 
car  was a coupe,  a model  t hat  Heal ey 

never  bui l t  f or  pr oduct i on.  So,  
basi cal l y  someone i s j ust  t r y i ng t o 
cash i n on t he name much l i ke 
Chr ysl er  i s  doi ng wi t h t he Char ger  
r i ght  now by bui l di ng a 4 door  model  
onl y,  somet hi ng t hat  was never  done 
when t he r eal  Char ger  was i n 
pr oduct i on.    
Ther e was al so news l ast  week t hat  
For d want s t o make t he Must ang i nt o 
what  t hey cal l  a gl obal  car  and t hey 
ar e di scussi ng bui l di ng a sedan and a 
wagon.  I  can j ust  i magi ne what  Car ol l  
Shel by sai d when he hear d t hat  
" wonder f ul "  pi ece of  news.  I  guess 
al l  t hose compani es ar e dr i ven by 
onl y one goal ,  t hat  of  maki ng money 
no mat t er  what ,  a good exampl e of  
t hi s i s  Por sche when t hey bui l t  an 
SUV.  I  don' t  car e i f  i t  saved t he 
company as t hey c l ai m,  Por sche i s a 
company t hat  bui l t  i t s  r eput at i on as 
bui l der s of  spor t scar ,  not  t r ucks.
I n t he end,  I  hope t hat  t he cr aze f or  
t he r et r o car s di e down,  a f ew of  
t hem have been successf ul ,  such as 
t he VW Beet l e,  t he MI NI  Cooper  and 
t he Must ang.  I  t hi nk t hat  t he Camar o 
and Chal l enger  wi l l  be f l ops as t hey 
ar e t r y i ng t o bui l d a name f r om l ong 
gone model s,  agai n j ust  t o cash i n.   

 -  Jean

OPI NI ON



FOR SALE: AHCM club regalia \ endash  lapel pins @ $5.00, grill badges @ $25.00. 
Call Jean Caron at (204) 254-1132 or email:
VINTAGE_ROADSTER_RESTORATION@ hotmail.com

FOR USE: Vintage Roadster Restoration has available , as a courtesy to the members of 
the Austin-Healey Club of Manitoba the following items: Body rotisserie , engine stand, 
engine lift/ hoist and tilter, engine dolly (specifically made for Big Healeys with 
gearbox attached). 
To reserve any of these items, call Jean at 254-1132. 
 
FOR USE:  Oil pump mounted on a wooden base.  Can be driven using a drill.  For 
priming rebuilt engines.  Call Alan at 204-482-7708.

Transmission from low mileage 1999 Mazda Miata complete with clutch components. 
$600.00 or obo. Frank Mancini 943-2539

PRI VATE ADS
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WHAT

Dinner Theatre

WHEN

January

INFORMATION

Oakbank

EVENTS
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