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Roger Morcilla:  

By now everyone has probably put the LBCõs away for the winter, I just covered up the Big Healey 2 weeks ago I wished 
that I waited a little longer, but who can imagine that November 17th still no snow on the ground, Iõm still running down 

Wellington crescent with just a light shirt & shorts on! 

Iõm hoping that this beautiful November weather will continue in through December!!!  

 

Thank you! to John & Waltra Gilbert for hosting a jamb pack wall to wall club meeting November 2, 2009, I believe 34 

members were present that evening. 

If interested on what went on during the meeting please check your meeting minutes on the web. 

Also that same evening Ann Blonski had a display of club clothing samples, members picked their colors and placed an or-

der and hopefully ready for December 4 Christmas party! 

The meeting went on as usual with our president Jean Caron leading the wayé He thanked all of the club members that 

supported him during his 2 year term. 

That evening all of the executive position was open.  

This year the club majority voted! And here are the names of the new executives for 2009-2011. 

 

President, Elaine Davidson. 

Viceð President, Gerry Berrezuk. 

Treasurer, Mark Rogers. 

Secretary, Jodi Bolger. 

Delegate, Bob Wilkinson. 

Website, Alan Heartfield.  

Newsletter, Roger Morcilla 

Congratulations to the new executives!!!! 

 

Please note that on the events page on the website is not up to date, the club Christmas 

party shows December 11th, The correct date is December 4th, 7:30 pm.  

See you all At the Christmas Party December 4th. 

 

In this months issue  2 of 
our club member Partici-
pated in the Targa New-

foundlad Rally Race!  

Story inside... 



2009 TARGA NEWFOUNDLAND RALLY EXPERIENCE  

By Dyrk Bolger  

  

This years TARGA took place over 2300-kilometers of incredible Newfoundland roads. The TARGA runs six days 
which includes a ñprologue dayò for sorting out your rally car and to help establish driver / navigator comfort levels. 
TARGA traditionally takes place on the eastern section of Newfoundland running from the south Avalon Penin-
sula, as far north as Leading Tickles, then south with stages along the coast including Musgrave Harbor; 
Greenspond; Gooseberry Cove; then further south to Fortune; Marystown; and finally finishing with stages in the 

north Avalon Peninsula ending with a celebration at the Saint Johnôs harbor front. 

 

This is a tarmac rally. But donôt let that fool you. You are given over 5000 instructions to help navigate over tight, 
rough, unknown stages with a multitude of unpredictable surfaces including gravel on asphalt, (Newfoundland 
gravel could be akin to driving on marbles); large deep holes; broken pavement; wet pavement; extreme off-
camber corners; unexpected jumps; telephone poles in the road; very narrow streets; ñextremeò slippery wooden 
bridgesé.it goes on and on. Closed stages are limited to a maximum speed not to exceed 200 kilometers per 
hour and average speeds not to exceed 135 kilometers per hour. Stages are run in inclement weather (rain, high 
winds, we did see snow flurriesé) as well as fair weather conditions. The stages include towns, villages with 
some spectacular high speed runs along meandering roads additionally challenged with hard rock vertical wall 

surfaces and along cliff edges overlooking the ocean. 

 

Background 

My first TARGA experience started in 2007 when Terry Milnes and I competed in ñMOLLYò, a 1963 Austin Mini 
Cooper S. We finished an incredible 3rd overall that year! Notwithstanding our great finish I resolved that the 

TARGA Newfoundland rally was a bit too dangerous for me and decided to retire on a high note. 

However, in 2008 an anonymous sponsor generously offered to pay our entry fee. Terry and I accepted, dusted 

off MOLLY and made our way back to Newfoundland to compete one more time.  

Even though we wanted to adopt the same ñone step at a timeò attitude as 2007, we were under pressure with 
expectations to do well. We started with an excellent run during the ñprologue dayò, much better than the previ-

ous year. 

 

On the second stage of the first day of competition, I made an error in judgment. The ñwarningò in the in-
structions for this particular road anomaly did not seem right as the surface appeared to be ñrecently re-
pairedò. I then wrongly relied on a ñvisualò interpretation of the road condition (not a good thing to do). Con-
sequently, we did not slow down and were caught off balance. MOLLY hit the road depression and jumped 

across to the off-camber, gravel covered side of the road.  

 

I tried to get traction to drive out of the slide but was helpless to prevent MOLLY from slipping into the ditch 

at 100 kilometers per hour!  

Everything went black as the car was swallowed by the ditch. In the darkness, precious seconds before 
impact, I thought about wanting to live a bit longer éé. the car flew about 60 feet, landed on my side, then 
while sliding é hit something hard with tremendous impact which caused the car to flip in the air, reverse 

front to back, and then end up on Terryôs side, the Mini firmly wedged into the ditch! 

 

Terry and I were lucky. We survived and are able to tell our story. Thanks to a well prepared car and an 

ñeye-awakeningò appreciation of safety equipment (roll cage, harness, helmet, HANS device). 


