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HHHAAAPPPPPPEEENNNIII NNNGGGSSS   
Business Meeting:  

The regular business meeting will be February 4 th , 2009 
Navy Club.  Meeting time will be 7:30 pm. 

The Year Looking Forward:  

Month Mtg 
Date 

Event Event 
Date 

Who 

December None Christmas Party 6 Pam & Dave Gildner 
January 7 The Open Grill 24 Murray & Holly Schreder 

February 4 La Gondola Trattoria 7 Brian & Sheila Gormley 
March 4 Paddy’s 15 John & MaryAnn Edgar 
April 1 Ancaster / Dinner (?) 19  
May 6 Strathroy Turkey Festival  John & Helen Lomax 
June 3 Riviera Dinner / Car Rally & BBQ  Dunlops / Lomax’s 
July 1 Run to Goderich  Pam & Dave Gildner 
August 5 British Car Show - Rutherglen  Dan Moore 
September 2 Car Show in Bronte   
October 7 Colour Tour (?)   
November None AGM  John & MaryAnn Edgar 
December None Christmas Party  Duane & Janet Smith 
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The business meeting will be Feb 4th at 7:30 pm. 

The January Bash  
Murray and Holly Schreder have organized a dinner 
get together for the club at The Open Grill Steak 
House at the corner of Lite St. and Front St. on 
January 24th.  The dinner starts at 7 pm.  We will be 
ordering off the menu and there will be individual 
bills.  We will be in the bar area with tables set up 
for 6 to 8 persons each.  Please contact Murray or 
Holly at 519-336-1743 to let them know if you will 
be attending.  They will need to know by January 
16th so reservations can be made. 

���������	
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Brian and Sheila Gormley will be hosting the 
February event.  It will be a dinner at the Gondola 
Trattoria, 1200 Lambton Mall Rd., Sarnia.  It will 
take place February 7th, 2009 at 7 pm.  We will be 
ordering off the menu and individual bills will be 
provided.  The maximum seating is 30 persons so 
please RSVP no later that January 31st so that 
numbers can be confirmed and reservations made.  
Call Brian or Sheila at 519-337-3622. 

 

 
 
The World's Shortest Fairy Tale  
Once upon a time, a guy asked a girl "Will you marr y me?"   
The girl said, "NO!'"   
And the guy lived happily ever after and rode Engli sh sportscars and went fishing and hunting and 
played golf a lot and drank beer and scotch and lef t the toilet seat up and farted whenever he wanted.  
THE END 

 
2009 Executive  
President: John Edgar 519-336-0583 
V.P:  Pam Gildner: 519-869-4911 penguin@teksavvy.com 
Membership/Treasurer: Barb Green: 519-383-8664: 
rgreen@ebtech.net 

Newsletter Editor/ Publisher: Dick Green 519-383-8664 
rgreen@ebtech.net 
National Delegate: . John Edgar 519-336-0583 
Social Secretary:  Mary Adams: 519-899-4426: 
maryevadams@hotmail.com   
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AA  LLOOOOKK  FFRROOMM  IINN  FFRROONNTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  KKEEYYBBOOAARRDD  
1. The deadline for membership renewal is fast 

approaching.  The cost is (until the 31 st of Jan .) 
20$ CDN for a local membership and 55$ CDN 
for a National membership.  The dues can be 
paid at any club gathering, dropped off at the 
house or sent via Canada Post.  The address is 
358 Fanshawe Dr., Sarnia ON  N7S 6E2.  As 
explained in the AGM report, for 2009 the fees 
will increase by 10$ CDN after January 31st.  For 
2010 the increase for late payment will be 
effective as of Dec. 31st 2009. 

2. For all the new club members (and possibly old) 
who do not have a club name tag, please get in 
touch with Bill Park at 519-899-2970 or 
bpark@ebtech.net for one (and one for your 
spouse).  The club picks up the cost. 

3. If anyone needs a club golf shirt, please give 

Gerry Cossette a call at 519-332-8165 and he 
will arrange it for you.  He has 21 shirts – 18 
men and 3 women.  Gerry has also price out 
hats (5.00$ + 4.00$ for insignia).  He has a 
catalogue  

4. A club member has a new project (one that 
won’t be tackled until April).  Alan will be 
working on a 1963 MGA.  Can’t wait to see this 
one!! 

5. Thanks to Bill Park for copies of old ads that 
you will see from time to time 

6. I would like to extend to Bob LaCroix the club’s 
best wishes and prayers for a speedy recovery.  
Get well soon Bob!! 

 

 
 
I got a note from Dave Gildner the other day and 
both he and I thought there would be some interest 
out there. 
Dave said – “I came across this in the January 
2009 issue of Classic Motorsports, and thought that 
the membership would like to know of it via the 
newsletter.  These floats are the ones in the TR4 
carbs, as well as some other cars of the era, and I 
know that they are unavailable because I had 
looked for them.  Good to know that they are being 
remanufactured”. 
The web site is www.joecurto.com 
Phone:719-762-SUSU (7878) 

 

0
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THE WINTER PROJECT – Part Deux  
Now its sitting in the garage and time for a look.  The frame is unhit and rust free.  Only the hood lower 
support bar needs repair. The body is all fiberglass and is hit free and sound.  The doors close with good 
gaps and no sag.  
The rear hatch has had the rubber seal replaced and the "glass" hatch frame is out of position on one side.  
It looks like 30 years of the prop cylinder pushing it have warped one side.  The car runs quietly with 50 lbs 
of oil. 
It has been repainted the original silver once.  The interior is RATTY.  The sunroof works.  All guages work. 
The wiring harness works - BUUUTTT - from the factory all the wires are black and have little colored rings 
where they connect. Some of these are dirty or faded or worse - missing.  

WORK BEGINS 
Off with hood and its pieces.  Made and installed new lower pipe and epoxied it in.  I know – it’s been cold. 
Pulled the engine and transmission.  It is a 3 liter english ford "Essex".  Not sold in anything sold in Canada 
i.e. no parts here.  Measured the hole - YES- 302 ci. Ford will slot right in - TVR did make V8 models. 
 Stripped out the front suspension and steering and power washed the chassis.  Painted the chassis and 
suspension bits with POR 15. 
New front brakes in -are all TR6.  Am looking for coil-covers for front and rear old - ones are toast.  New 
rear brakes in - more TR6.  Diff. unit is Jag from XJ6 will hold 302 so over to Ray Emmerton's - "I need 302 
block, aluminum heads, T5 five speed, 4BBL intake, " more on this later.  All brakes and suspension bits 
came from Obsolete.  Front brake hoses- Tiger, Rear brake hoses Jag. XKE.  Back to Obsolete "I need 
TR6 wiring harness to modify so I can get colored wires."  Pumped 4 ga. of 4 year old gas out.  Pulled 
seats, dash and dead carpet out -Found 4$ US change - Tim Horton’s money.  Sticker on firewall "This car 
can not be sold above 4000ft above sea level"  ????  

TO BE CONTINUED. Murray  
 
Here it is – more pictures in later issues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
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The Big Task of Storing Your Car for Winter  
 
Detailed instructions for the 
daunting task of preparing 
the family auto for customary 
winter storage were offered, 
a little late in the season, by 
the Winnipeg Evening 
Tribune, February 5, 1921, in 
a reprint from Motor Life.  

Cold and dampness must 
be excluded so far as 
possible from the place in 
which one stores his car 
during the winter months. 
They will do great harm to 
the paint and to the 
mechanical features of the 
vehicle when it is left to their 
mercy for a long period.  
Therefore, it would be a good 
idea for anyone 
contemplating laying up his 
car first to line the inside of 
his garage with sheathing 
paper; or at least he should 
plug up all cracks to make 
the place as snug as 
possible.  

Then the really thorough  

 

individual will follow out this 
procedure before locking the 
door on his car for its long 
sleep:  

1. Wash and thoroughly 
clean the car and jack it up 
from under the frame.  Do 
this by placing four wooden 
trestles under the frame, the 
best points of support being 
close up against the two 
front shackle bolt brackets 
of the front springs.  
Supporting the chassis in 
this manner relieves all 
weight from the springs and 
wheels. 

REMOVE ALL TIRES  
2. Remove all tires from 

the rims and completely 
exhaust air from the inner 
tubes and rub them down 
well with soapstone, 
sprinkle with French chalk, 
fold them perfectly flat, care 
being taken not to crease 
them, and place them 

 

in inner-tube bags.  The tires 
should be laid down flat. 
Store both tires and tubes in 
a dark place.  

3. Clean and shellac all 
rims.  

4. Drain off water from 
the radiator and cylinder 
block.  Flush out the radiator 
with hose.  To insure that all 
water has been emptied 
from cylinder block and 
water pipes, start up motor 
and run slowly for a few 
minutes.  This will convert 
any water into steam which 
might have collected in the 
water jackets.  Replace any 
plugs removed to drain off 
the water and close drain 
cocks.  

5. Empty gas tank and 
drain carburetor.  

6. Disconnect electrical 
cables at battery and 
remove battery.  Smear 
ends of cable with Vaseline.  
Fill with distilled water and 
store in a dry place  

 

where there is no danger of 
freezing.  

7. Release clutch by 
propping open with strips of 
wood between clutch pedal 
and floor board.  

8. Wipe a machine's parts 
on motor and transmission, 
clutch and steering gear with 
an oil-soaked rag.  Cover 
with canvas, burlap or old 
rag and replace bonnet.  

9. Oil all steering joints 
and connections and wrap 
up with rag.  

10. Fill shackle bolt oil 
cups with oil and wrap up 
with rag. Fill and screw 
down all grease cups.  

11. Pry open spring 
leaves and inject graphite 
and bandage with rag or 
canvas.  

12. Put the top up and 
cover the whole car with a 
dust sheet which will 
completely cover the car.  

I hope all of you followed the above instructions to the letter!!! 
 
A number of you have been looking longingly at V8’s for you cars so I thought a little history wouldn’t hurt!! 

British V-8's by Richard Winterburn 
When some of us think of a V-8 engine, we may picture it nestled between the bulging inner fenders 
of a Chevy, Plymouth or Ford.  It is usually adorned with a bunch of “whatchamacallits” all apparently 
running off a single fan belt and it likely has an air cleaner about the size of a turkey platter.  Numbers 
like 283, 302, 327, 427 and 454 always seem to go along with it.  Personally, I wouldn't recognize a 
289 Ford if I tripped over one.  I'm not totally ignorant though, I do have enough mechanical acumen 
to spot a flathead - its sparkplugs stick straight out of the heads.  My street rod pals, on the other 
hand, could casually glance into an engine compartment and not only ID the engine but go into an 
endless litany about its displacement, horsepower, torque, carburetion, blah blah blah.  Realizing that 
my mechanical savvy beyond six pots was severely limited I decided to find out more about V-8's.  
Not wanting to bother my pro-American buddies (truthfully, not anxious to admit my ignorance) I 
turned to my bookshelf.  The result was that I really don't know any more than I did before, but at 
least I'm more comfortable admitting it.  
Eight cylinders in two banks of four separated by a right angle is not a very common configuration for 
British sports cars.  I was mechanically weaned on Model A's, early Healeys, Triumphs and Minis with 
a brief foray into VW and Porsche flat fours and didn't really own a V-8 until I bought a Morgan +8.  
Increasing the number of cylinders past four appears to me to increase the complexity of the engine 
exponentially.  Synchronizing a pair of SU's, changing points, gapping plugs, lashing valves and all 
that stuff seemed pretty easy with only four cylinders.  With eight, well that's better left to the guys at 
the dealership.  
A few British manufacturers have, in fact, produced some very interesting V-8 powered cars.  What 
first comes to mind, in addition to the aforementioned Morgan is the Sunbeam Tiger, the Triumph TR-
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8, the MGB GT V-8 and of course the Daimler Dart SP 250.  We could also add the TVR Griffith to 
the list, and if we were sincere about not forgetting anyone, we might even include the Jensen 
Interceptor, all of the post war Allards and the more recent Jaguar XK8 and Aston Martin Virage.  I 
don't want a short article to turn into a book, so I thought we might make a brief overview of the Tiger, 
Triumph and Daimler V-8's.  
Chronologically the Daimler comes first, being produced from 1959 to 64 in mainly roadster form and 
constructed of a fibreglass body over a steel chassis very similar in design to that of a TR-3.  It is 
especially recognizable by its very unpretty, yet strangely appealing, in a fiftyish sort of way, body 
shape.  It has been suggested that the stylist's surname might have been Hoover.  Its biggest plus 
was the torquey 2.5 litre, 140 hp V-8 which gave it enough top speed and acceleration that several 
were sold to a few UK police forces as pursuit vehicles.  Selling price in 1960 was a hefty $3900 
which largely explains its total production of only 2465 units.  
Next in line was the Sunbeam Tiger that was produced from 1964 to 68.  It was really an Anglo-
American hybrid inspired by an American Rootes Group salesman and prototyped by none other 
than Carroll Shelby, who dropped a Ford V-8 into a Sunbeam Alpine.  When Rootes introduced the 
car into its lineup, the immediate press reaction was very favorable.  Unfortunately sales weren't.  
The price of the first model was $3500, which was only slightly less than a new Corvette at the time.  
Another sales stumbling block was the 1967 acquisition of the Rootes Group by Chrysler who tried 
unsuccessfully to wedge a Plymouth 273 V-8 into the space previously occupied by a 260 Ford.  The 
Series II Tiger used a 200 hp 289 Ford which improved its already shattering performance and it 
became a big favorite in both rallying and production sports car racing.  Unfortunately, Chrysler 
dealers began to question doing warranty work on an engine built by one of their biggest 
competitors; North American sales slipped and the car was discontinued after a production run of 
about 7000 units.  
The Triumph TR-8 was only built in 1980 and 81 and comprised a production of about 2700 cars.  
This was not only Triumph's fastest sports car but also its lastest.  Its engine was the same 3.5 litre 
ex-GM V-8 as that used in the MGB GT V-8, the Morgan +8 and the Rover 3500 Sedan.  The TR-8 
was basically a TR-7 roadster with a V-8 engine installed and coupled to the same five-speed 
transmission as the later TR-7's.  The suspension was upgraded using stiffer springs and shocks, 
faster, power-assisted steering and larger front brakes.  The result was very spirited acceleration, a 
top speed of 135 mph and exceptional handling. Its only option was air conditioning.  TR-8's were 
very successful in competition, particularly in international rallying.  Unfortunately, the substandard 
finish quality and the high price of almost $12000 didn't help sales.  With the government's takeover 
of the floundering British Leyland, the model, and for that matter the whole series of Triumph sports 
cars, was sadly dropped.  
One thing that we can safely predict is that all British sports cars will continue to increase in price, 
some much more so than others.  We have, in the last decade or so, witnessed the price of Jaguars, 
AC Cobras and Morgan +8's climb past the point of easy ownership.  The handsome, purposeful 
Tigers, the rare and very quick TR-8's and even the homely SP 250's have also picked up in recent 
years.  Don't wait too long if a snarly V-8 is what suits you.  

�
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Yesterday I had a flat tire on the interstate.  So I 
eased my car over to the shoulder of the road, 
carefully got out of the car and opened the back.  
I took out 2 cardboard men, unfolded them and 
stood them at the rear of my car facing oncoming 
traffic.  They looked so lifelike you wouldn't 
believe it!  They were in trench coats exposing 
their nude bodies and private parts to the 
approaching drivers.  Cars started slowing down 
looking at my lifelike men.  Of course, traffic 
started backing up.  Everybody was tooting their 
horns and waving like crazy.  It wasn't long 

before a state trooper pulled up behind me.  He 
got out of his car and started walking toward me.  
I could tell he was not a happy camper!     
‘'What's going on here?” 
“My car has a flat tire”, I said calmly. 
”Well, what the hell are those obscene cardboard 
men doing here by the road?” 
I couldn't believe that he didn't know. So I told 
him, “Hellooooo?  Those are my emergency 
flashers!” 
 

 
 
In lieu of a recipe this month I give you the following link – check it out if you can 
http://www.recipesecrets.net/inauguralrecipes.html  
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Call, write or E-Mail for your FREE COPY of the Sports Car Chronicle. 
Each issue is packed with super deals on parts and accessories for YOUR sports car. Technical articles in every issue. 

Can't make it to the phone during the day? Visit us on the Web @ www.obsoleteauto.com . 
See what's ON SALE and what's in stock. 

There's a secure order form for placing orders. 
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 (Please note that we are no longer open on Saturdays) 

�

The Spring Garage Sale!!  
April 4 th, 2009 – 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM  

Coffee and Timbits  
The next sales flyer is due out Jan 23 rd. 

The flyer will concentrate on engine rebuild items.  

 
 Canada Wide Toll Free Order Line:  1-800-265-7437 
 Customer Service / Tech Hot Line:  1-519-337-3232 
 24 / 7 Fax Line:  1-519-336-5936 
 Web Site:  www.obsoleteauto.com 
 E-Mail: mail@obsoleteauto.com 
 

We accept VISA, MasterCard and American Express. 
Interac Direct Payment over the counter. 
We Ship Via U.P.S. and Canada Post. 

 
OBSOLETE AUTOMOTIVE: 142 Kendall Street, Point Edwa rd, Ontario, Canada N7V 4G5  
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